Air Force Takes Second in Men’s and Women’s Armed Forces Cross Country 
The Air Force Women took second place at the 2008 Armed Forces Cross Country Championship, conducted in conjunction with USA Track & Field’s Winter Classic, Mission Bay Park, San Diego, California, 14-17 February.  The balanced Air Force Team of Elissa Ballas (31:09), Brenda Schrank (31:09), and Caroline White (31:34) finished the Women’s 8 Kilometer race fifth, sixth, and seventh respectively at the event, for a displacement scoring total of 18 (5 plus 6, plus 7).  The individual gold medal was won by the Marine Corps’ Justine Whipple (29:21), with the Navy’s Aidan van Cleef (30:09) and Abigail Stiles (30:12) winning the silver and bronze medals.  The Navy won the team competition with a score of 15 points (second, third, and tenth), while the Marine Corps was third (21 points from first, ninth, and eleventh place finishes) and the Army fourth (24 points from fourth, eighth, and twelfth place finishes).  

The Air Force Men took second place by virtue of their 32 points (fifth, seventh, ninth, and eleventh place finishes).  Brian Dumm finished the 12 Kilometer in fifth with  a time of 38:39, while Levi Severson seventh place time was 39:08.  Benjamin Payne and Jason Schlarb had times of 39:48 and 40:19 in their ninth and eleventh place finishes.  The Navy also won the Men’s Championship with an over score of 21 (first, second, sixth, and twelfth), while the Army was third (37 points on finishes of 3rd, 8th, 10th, and 16th) and the Marine Corps fourth (56 points on finishes of 4th, 14th, 18th, and 20th).  The Men’s gold medal was won by the Navy’s Aaron Lanzel with a time of 37:40.  The Navy’s Will Christian won the silver medal with a time of 38:15 and the Amry’s Phillip Sakala won the bronze with his time of 38:35.    
