Air Force Wins 2008 Armed Forces Men’s Soccer Championship

The Air Force got off to a good start at the 2008 Armed Forces Men’s Soccer Championship was hosted by Marine Corps Air Station, Cherry Point, North Carolina, with a 2-0 victory over the Navy.  The team dominated the game, with Captain Paul Gagliardi  (McChord AFB) and Second Lieutenant Marcus Sagastume (Robins AFB) scoring the Air Force goals in the last 25 minutes of play.  The second game of the day saw the Army score three goals in the first twelve minutes, and then hold off the ferocious Marine Corps comeback for a 3-2 victory.  

Day two saw the Army again open up with a goal in the second minute of play, for an immediate 1-0 advantage over the Air Force.  Airman First Class Peter Miller (Hurlburt Field) than tied the score at the twelve minute mark, with the score tied until the 80th minute of the game, when the Army scored their second goal.  The Army scored again later, making the final score 3-1.  The Marine Corps then beat the Navy by the same score.

Day three saw Miller scoring against the host Marine Corps just 20 seconds into the match.  Staff Sergeant Quincey Collins (JFC Naples, Italy) put in a goal ten minutes later, with Airman First Class Danny Fluker Randolph AFB) ending all scoring with a goal at the ten minute mark of the second half.  The Navy kept the tournament close by holding the Army to a 0-0 tie.

The second round of the tournament had the Navy backing in their defense in an attempt to keep the Air Force from scoring.  This plan worked well until Second Lieutenant Cody Fournier FE Warren AFB) scored off a corner kick in the middle of the second half – final score 1-0 Air Force.  The Army then beat the Marine Corps 3-0.

The game against the Army was the championship deciding game.  Miller opened the scoring with a goal midway through the first half against the Army.  However, the Army tied the score five minutes before halftime.  Miller then scored the game deciding goal at the 89 minute mark, for a tough 2-1 victory.  The second game of the day saw the Navy beat the Marine Corps 2-1.

The Air Force sewed up the tournament with a 2-0 victory over the Marine Corps on the final day of play.  The Navy beat the Army 1-0 in the final game of the championship double round-robin.  

The Air Force won the championship, with the Army second, the Navy third and the Marine Corps fourth.      
The Air Force team was coached by Major Roy Dietzman (US Air Force Academy) and Master Sergeant John Reay (Kadena Air Base).

Air Force players selected to the All-Tournament team were Staff Sergeant Janusz Jaworek (RAF Lakenheath), Gagliardi, and Cody Fournier.
